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Course Objectives 

• To explain the changes that have been 

made for the new taxonomy.  

• Explain how to obtain a NPI if they have 

not done so.  

• Explain how to change your NPI status if 

you have one.  

• Explain what this means to our profession 

and our future. 
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HIPAA  

(Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act Administrative 

Simplification Standard) 

• Enacted 1996 

• Purpose to ensure security and privacy of 

electronically transmitted health data 
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Health Care Provider 

Taxonomy Code Set 

• Used in electronic data interchange (EDI) 

• To submit health care claim billing 

information, encounter information, or both 

• Identify provider type and provider area of 

specialization, i.e. lactation consultant 

– Superbill: Provider, patient & visit information  
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National Uniform Claim Committee 

(NUCC)  

• Chaired by the American Medical 

Association, critical partner with the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services 

• Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) 

X12, develops electronic data interchange 

(EDI) standards 
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National Uniform Claim Committee 

(NUCC) 

• Authority regarding national standard 

content and data definitions 

• Develop a standardized data set to 

transmit claim and encounter information 

to and from all third-party payers 

• Generalized list of categories 
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http://www.wpc-edi.com/taxonomy 

 

http://www.wpc-edi.com/taxonomy
http://www.wpc-edi.com/taxonomy
http://www.wpc-edi.com/taxonomy


Judith L. Gutowski, BA, IBCLC, RLC 
Licensure & Reimbursement Committee Chair 

8 

 

 

• Unique, national  identification number, 

required for all billing transactions (2006) 

• 10-position, intelligence-free numeric identifier 

– no location or person identified??? 

– https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistryS

earch.do?subAction=reset&searchType=ind 

 

 

National Provider Identifier 

(NPI) 

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistrySearch.do?subAction=reset&searchType=ind
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistrySearch.do?subAction=reset&searchType=ind
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The National Provider Identifier 

(NPI) 

• Associates providers based with their 

separate and distinct roles in health care 

• Certification and licensure are outside the 

scope of the code set 

– doesn’t delineate IBCLC 
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Who Uses the NPI? 

• Information is available from the Centers

for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

website: https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Administrative-

Simplification/NationalProvIdentStand/index.html  

• Under HIPPA health care providers are a

 a “covered entity” if it transmits any health 

information in electronic form  •

Covered entity must use an NPI

http://www.cms.gov/NationalProvIdentStand/
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Who Uses the NPI? 

• Most lactation consultants are not 

presently “covered entities” 

• Health care providers who are not covered 

entities may elect to apply for NPIs 

• USLCA urges IBCLCs to get the NPI 

– Prepares us for future changes  

– Identifies our existence 

– No cost, simple 
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Previous choices for the taxonomy 

• Other service provider 

– Specialist: An individual educated and trained in an 

applied knowledge discipline used in the performance of 

work at a level requiring knowledge and skills beyond or 

apart from that provided by a general education or liberal 

arts degree. 174400000X  

• Nursing service provider 

– Registered Nurse 

• Lactation Consultant: No Definition 163WL0100X 

• Prior to 1998  
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New choices for the taxonomy 

Individuals  

Nursing  
Service 

 Providers 

Other  
Service 

Providers 

Registered  
Nurse 

Lactation  
Consultant  

163WL0100X 

Lactation Consultant 
Non-RN 

174N0000X 
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Lactation Consultants, Non-RN  

• New Taxonomy Code approved by the 

National Uniform Claims Commission 

– 18 months to apply, appeal, approve 

– Denied initial request for single IBCLC code 

• Approved January 2011  

• Effective April 1, 2011 
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Definition: 

Lactation Consultant, Non- RN 

“An individual trained to provide 

breastfeeding assistance services to both 

mothers and infants. Lactation Consultants 

are not required to be nurses and are 

trained through specific courses of 

education. The Lactation Consultant may 

have additional certification through a 

national or international organization.” 
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http://www.wpc-edi.com/reference/codelists/healthcare/health-care-provider-taxonomy-code-set/  

NEW 

OLD 
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  Apply for or change your NPI 

Electronic Submission 

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/StaticFor

ward.do?forward=static.npistart 

Mail Form 

http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/C

MS10114.pdf 

 

 

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/StaticForward.do?forward=static.npistart
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/StaticForward.do?forward=static.npistart
http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/CMS10114.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/CMS10114.pdf
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Apply for the NPI Number 

Before you begin, make sure you have the following 
information.  
– SSN (or Individual Taxpayer Identification # if not eligible for 

SSN)  

– Provider Date of Birth 

– Country of Birth 

– State of Birth (if Country of Birth is U.S.) 

– Provider Gender 

– Mailing Address 

– Practice Location Address and Phone Number 

– Taxonomy (Provider Type)  

– State License Information (none exists)   

– Contact Person Name 

– Contact Person Phone Number and E-mail 
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State License Information 

• You do not have a “state license number” 

– Lactation Consultant, Non-RN does not 
require one 

• It is acceptable to put your IBCLC Number 
here 

• If you do it asks for a state and you will put 
your state where you practice 

• Follow steps – starts with questions, set 
up security questions, etc 
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If you already have an NPI 

• Find your USER ID 

– You should have a letter or email with it 

– You can apply for a new password or retrieve 

yours if necessary 
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Create login if needed, 

 enter info, submit 

INDIVIDUAL 



Judith L. Gutowski, BA, IBCLC, RLC 
Licensure & Reimbursement Committee Chair 

24 



Judith L. Gutowski, BA, IBCLC, RLC 
Licensure & Reimbursement Committee Chair 

25 



Judith L. Gutowski, BA, IBCLC, RLC 
Licensure & Reimbursement Committee Chair 

26 

2 

1 
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Your new number will be the 

same as your old number, but will 

be attached to a the Lactation 

Consultant, Non-RN taxonomy 
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Having an NPI will facilitate your ability to provide 

lactation support as recommended by the Surgeon 

General and the Affordable Care Act.  

www.surgeongeneral.gov 

 

http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/
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Action 8. Develop systems to guarantee 

continuity of skilled support for lactation 

between hospitals and health care 

settings in the community.  

 

The Surgeon General’s Call To 

Action to Support Breastfeeding 
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Action 11. Ensure access to 

services provided by 

International Board Certified 

Lactation Consultants. 
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Action 11 
Include support for lactation as an essential 

medical service for pregnant women, 
breastfeeding mothers, and children. 

• Standard coverage for IBCLCs as 
“covered providers”  

• Provide reimbursement for IBCLCs 
independent of their having other 
professional certification or licensure. 

• Alternatively, developing state licensure of 
lactation consultants  
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Patient Protection and  

Affordable Care Act 

• Section 2713: “Coverage of Preventive 

Health Services” effective August 1, 2012 

•”Comprehensive lactation support and 

counseling, by a trained provider during 

pregnancy and/or in the postpartum 

period, and costs for renting breastfeeding 

equipment.” 

http://www.hrsa.gov/womensguidelines/ 

 

http://www.hrsa.gov/womensguidelines/



